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1) Can you please explain why a District was identified as required to comply with MOEQ? |
am looking at the two highest schools in my District and the percentages are 25% and 17%.
Much lower than your sample. Just need greater context on the ""why?"

a. Each of the 163 districts comprising the State were analyzed based off of FY2020 and
FY2021 enrollments and free and reduced lunch program counts year-over-year. Districts
that met one of the following criteria were non-exempt from completing MOE(q tracking
requirements:

1. Has a total enrollment of less than 1,000 students;
2. Operates a single school;
3. Serves all students within each grade span with a single school: or
. Demonstrates an exceptional or uncontrollable circumstance. such as unpredictable changes in
student enrollment or a precipitous decline in the financial resources of the LEA as determined by
the Secretary.
b. Of the 163 districts analyzed, just over 30 remained non-exempted from maintaining
equity for fiscal years 2022 and 2023. Regardless of poverty, percentage recorded across
each school within each district— if the District was deemed non-exempted from the
MOE(q requirements above—it was selected per MOE(Q requirement in maintaining
provisional compliance.
c. Note: We cannot measure exemption in regards to criterion #4 just yet, as we do not yet
have the details available, by District, in whether a District may be exempted due to a
potential exceptional/uncontrollable circumstance (more to come!).

S

2) For single school districts, this is not required, correct?
a. Thatis correct; a District that serves a single school will not be required to comply with
MOE(q requirements for fiscal year 2022.

3) Are there implications on how we spend the funds per school?

a. For the purposes of today’s webinar in covering the first part of tracking requirements
measured in sufficing the MOEq compliance provision, we are not measuring funding
use. However, non-compliance with the MOEq could potentially result in Secretary
Cardona taking action against a district. This punitive action may involve ESSER IlI
funding, but we do not have any further information to provide at this time.

b. We will be working with districts following receipt of all requested high-poverty
classification materials on October 5™, where we will be presenting more information

4) Question on funding. We are planning to spend 80% at one school (our Middle School).
How does that affect MOE(q if we choose our two elementary schools as High Poverty?
a. There is not a supplement or supplant requirement drawn into ESSER 111 (ARP Act).
b. If your District is planning to spend 80% towards its middle school, it may still designate
its two elementary schools as high poverty assuming that in doing so, the District does
not reduce the following for its two elementary schools designated as high poverty:
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e Per pupil spending of state and local funds, or
e FTE’s for any high poverty school by an amount that exceeds the total
reduction(s) within the District
c. Please reference the following resource for more information (see A-18): U.S. DOE -
ESSER & GEER Q&A's Released May 26, 2021

5) The slide at the beginning of your presentation indicated that the base year was FY 20,
which for us is 2019-2020. However, later on slide 8 you indicate that the base year is 2020-
2021. Which is correct?

a. The base year for measuring FY 22 compliance is FY 2021. However, we are using
school year 2019-2020 pupil data for our FY 2021 base year measurements. This is
because adequacy funding is one year behind and USED allowed enrollment data to align
with State funding formulas.

6) Isthere a minimum percentage of poverty for exemption? If average is less than 5% for

example.
a. No, to our knowledge as of this time, there is no minimum percentage of poverty for
exemption.

7) If we have two schools with no overlap, are we required to comply with MOEq
requirements for FY227?
a. If a District has any overlap recorded by grade span, it will be non-exempted from
complying with MOE(q requirements as outlined per criterion #3 in measuring MOEq
exemption.

8) Can you tell us what you are doing with this information as far as how the ESSER grant is
funded?
a. [Each State in receipt of ARP ESSER funds must track MOEq compliance for fiscal years
2022 and 2023. States are required to collect the following information from its districts
on behalf of each fiscal year:
For the purposes of maintaining equity for FY 2022, each State must submit in a spreadsheet in .xls, .csv
or similar format:
1. A list of the State’s high-need LEAs including NCES LEA/district ID;
2. The statewide per-pupil amount of State funds provided to all LEAs in the State in FY 2021;
3. The statewide per-pupil amount of State funds provided to all LEAs in the State in FY 2022 (if
available);
4. The per-pupil amount of State funds provided to each high-need LEA in the State in FY 2021;
5. The per-pupil amount of State funds provided to each high-need LEA in the State in FY 2022 (if
available);
6. A list of the State’s highest-poverty LEAs including NCES LEA/district ID;
7. The per-pupil amount of State funding provided for each highest-poverty LEA in FY 2019;
8. The per-pupil amount of State funding provided for each highest-poverty LEA in FYs 2022 (if
available); and
9. A list of the high-poverty schools in each LEA in the State (including the NCES school ID) for
which it must mantamn equity in FY 2022 (which may be provided via a link to a website if the
State posts such information on its public website).
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https://oese.ed.gov/files/2021/05/ESSER.GEER_.FAQs_5.26.21_745AM_FINALb0cd6833f6f46e03ba2d97d30aff953260028045f9ef3b18ea602db4b32b1d99.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2021/05/ESSER.GEER_.FAQs_5.26.21_745AM_FINALb0cd6833f6f46e03ba2d97d30aff953260028045f9ef3b18ea602db4b32b1d99.pdf

b.

In providing the information recently requested from each qualifying District, districts
will be sufficing requirement #9 above, which will allow for the State of NH to further
analyze requirements 1 to 8 as referenced via our webinar as an [separate] upcoming
deliverable following each District’s high poverty classification (October 5™).

9) What are the Districts tracking? Do more dollars have to be allocated to the higher poverty
schools?

a.

Districts in receipt of ARP ESSER funding are measuring their ability to comply with the
following MOEq requirements for FY22 and FY23:

An LEA does not disproportionately reduce State and local per-pupil funding in high-poverty
schools.

An LEA does not disproportionately reduce the number of full-time-equivalent (FTE) staff per-
pupil in high-poverty schools.

In order to track a District’s compliance in maintaining tracking measures across fiscal
year, we must first allow each District to identify what school(s) will be classified as high
poverty, beginning with FY22.

More funding does not necessarily have to be allocated to higher poverty schools for
FY?22 and FY23; however, districts must not:

e Reduce combined State and local per-pupil funding for any high-poverty
school by an amount that exceeds the total reduction, if any, of combined State
and local per-pupil funding for all schools in the LEA, and

¢ Reduce the number of FTE staff per-pupil in any high-poverty school by an
amount that exceeds the total reduction, if any, of FTE staff per-pupil in all
schools in the LEA

We will be exploring the methodology behind tracking each District’s equity and how it
is we will be accomplishing this measure following receipt of each District’s high
poverty classification designation (October 5" — more to come).

10) If you are tracking compliance ... what are you tracking?

a.

See answer to Question #9 above. We are tracking each District’s ability to maintain
equity requirements as mandated by the U.S. Department of Education for fiscal years
2022 and 2023. See more here: MOEq Frequently Asked Questions - U.S. Department of
Education.

11) If we have one school that is K-5 and one school that is 6-12, are we exempt?
a. Assuming you have no other schools within your District that have grade spans that
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overlap one another, yes, your District would be exempted from MOEq requirements for
FY22.


https://oese.ed.gov/files/2021/08/Maintenance-of-Equity-updated-FAQs_final_08.06.2021.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2021/08/Maintenance-of-Equity-updated-FAQs_final_08.06.2021.pdf

12) Under the Special Education Maintenance of Effort we can provide explanations of why
there are reasons for reductions. Will that be provided under this method?

Both requirements are intended to help ensure that States and LEAs do not use ARP ESSER funds to
reduce State and local financial support for education, which would have the effect of mitigating or even
eliminating the purpose of the ARP ESSER program, which is to provide the extra, supplemental
funding needed to maintain teaching and leaming during and after the pandemic, safely reopen schools
and maintain operations for full-time, in-person instruction as soon as possible, and address the effects
of lost instructional time on students’ social, emotional, mental health, and academic needs. The MOE
requirements in section 2004(a) of the ARP Act ensure that a State maintains overall financial support
for elementary and secondary education and for higher education. The MOEquity requirements in
section 2004(b) and (c) ensure that, if funding reductions are necessary, each SEA and LEA does not
disproportionately reduce per-pupil funding for education in those LEAs and schools in the State with
the highest percentages of students from low-income families. Moreover, in the absolute highest-poverty
LEAs, an SEA may not reduce per-pupil allocations of State funds below the LEAs” FY 2019 level.

a. To clarify, Maintenance of Effort is a completely separate provision from what we are
covering today (Maintenance of Equity):

b. For now, explanations related to potential exception are not needed. As we work through
the data collection requested and are within a position to analyze FY22 budgetary data,
we will be within a better position to further determine whether a potential request for
MOE(q exception may be advantageous for your District.

13) If I select Option #1, | would simply select the "'yes" drop downs for the two schools. Is
that it? Or do | need to select the ""No"* drop downs in Option 2 and 3.
a. Please either identify “Yes” or “No” for each school outlined within your District to
confirm agreement or disagreement with the pre-selections applied.
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